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We would not advise any one to try it without provid-
ing a big pile of straw to fall on.

When the Virginia troops were on the march to
Yorktown, Dauiel O Friel’s team was pressed and Jer-
emiah was detailed to take charge of it.  This was
about the most of the serviee he was called on to ren-
der during the Revolutionary war.

Several years before his death he was riding through
the woods one dark night.  The horse passed under a
tree with wide spreading limbs, and Mr Friel was xo
severely injured in his spine that he was virtually help-
less the remainder of his life, He died in 1819, sin-
cerely lamented by his relatives, neighbors and friends.

PETER LIGHTNER.

Forty or fifty vears ago, one of the most generally
known citizens of our-county was Peter Lightner; on
Knapps Creck.  He was tall in person, active in his
movements, always in a good humor, and one of the
most expert horsemen of his times, and perhaps realized
as much ready change swapping horses as any other of
his c¢itizen contemporaries.  He could come so near
making a new and young horse of an old dilapidated
framework of an animal as'was possible for anyone to do
who has ever made a business of dealing in horse-tlesh.

Near the close of the last century, he settled on
Knapps Creek, on land purchased from James Poage,
who emigrated to Kentucky. Mr Poage had built a
mill which Mr Lightner improved upon, and for years
accommodated a wide cirele of customers, who had
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gotten tired of hominy and hominy meal pounded in a
goblet-shaped block.  The pestle by which the tritura-
tion was done was ysually a piece of wood like a hand-
spike, with an iron wedge inserted in one end, and
fastened by an iron band to keep it from splitting.
This mill was a precious and valuable convenience,
and brought comfort to many homes, and some of the
most toothsome bread ever eaten in our county was
made of meal from Lightner’s mill.  Some families
had hand-mills, but they were about as hard to operate
as the haminy block, or mortar with the iron-bound
pestle.

It is believed Mr Lightner came from the neighbor-
hood of Crab Bottomn, near the headwaters of the South
Branch of the Potomac.  His wife was Alcinda Harper,
a sister of Henry Harper, the ancestor of the Harper
connexion in our county. She, thercfore, brought that
pretty name to Pocahontag, and there have been mauny
Alcindas in her worthy descendants and relatives.

The property owned by Peter Lightner is now in
possession of Hugh Dever and the family of the late
Francis Dever, Esq., a few miles from Frost.

Mr Lightner's family consisted of one son and four
daughters.

Jacob Lightner, their only son, marvied Miss Eliza-
Moore, who was reared on the farm now occupied by
Andrew Herold, Esq., near Frost.  Her father was
John Moore, a son of Meses Moore, the noted pioneer,
and her mother was a MceClung, of the Greenbrier
branch of that noted connexion,  Jacob Lightner's
children were Peter Lightuer, who died at home: John
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M. Lightuer, once a member of the Huntersville bar,
and meved to Abilene, Texas, where he died a few
vears since; Samuel M. Lightner was a student of
U"nion Theological Seminary, and had about completed
his studies for the Presbyterian ministry  when he
entered the army.  He married Miss Sally Mildred
Poage, in Rockbridge County, and died a few months
after his marriage, at Batesville, Virginia, and was
buried at Falling Spring Church near the Natural
Bridge. 1lis widow married Rev Edward Lane, D.D.,
a distinguished missionary to Brazil, where. he died
much lamented.  For some time Mrs Lane has resided
in Staunton, Virginia, to be near her daughters who
were pupils of Miss Baldwin’s Seminary.

Alcinda, one of Jacob Lightner’s danghters, was a
noted beauty, and very popular.  She became the wife
of the late James B. Campbell, of Highland County,
Virginia.

Mary, another daughter, married Rev Johm W.
Hedges, of Berkley County, a widely known Methodist
minister of the Baltimore Conference. :

Alice, the youngest daughter never married.

The eldest daughter of Peter and Alcinda Lightner,
was named  Elizabeth.  She was married to Joseph
Sharp at Frost.  Mr and Mrs Sharp were the parents
of Abraham and Peter Sharp at Frost, and Henry Sharp
at Douthards Creck.  Polly Sharp married John Han-
nalh; on Elk, and was the mother of the late Bryson
Hannah, of Frost, and Mrs George Gibson, near
Marlinton,

Phebe Sharp fivst married the late Heney Harper, Jr. |
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who died of an accidental wound inflicted while fixing
a gate latch near Sunset schoolhouse. She afterwards
married Mr Abe Rankin. Susan Sharp became the
wife of the late Williamn Burr, on Brown's Mountain,
near Huntersville- Mr Burr died suddenly in F. J.
Snyder’s Jaw oflice, whither he had gone to look after
some business affairs.

Rachel Sharp lives noar Frost on the old home place.

Susan Lightner, another daughter of our worthy
pioneer, Peter Lightner, was married to George Gay,
a brother of the late John Gay, Esq., near Marlinton.
For many years Mr and Mrs Gay lived on the farm
now in the possession of F. A. Renick, Esq., near
Hillsboro, until their removal to the State of JTowa.

Polly Lightner and the late Sheldon Clark, Esq., were
married and settled in the Little Levels, where their
son, Sherman; now lives. Mr Clark came from the
state of Connecticat, and made an immensc fortune by
merchandising and farming. He was a highly esteem- .
ed citizen, and by strict attention to his own business
he prospered much. Mr Clark is survived by four
sons:  Sherman, Henry, Alvin, and Preston.

Sherman H. Clark, the eldest, married Mary Frances
daughter of the late Joel Hill, and lives on the old
Clark homestead.

Alvin Clark married Mary Agnes, daughter of the
late Josiah Beard, and resides east of Hillsboro.

Henry Clark lives near the head of Spring Creek.

Preston Clark married Josephine Levisay, near
Frankford, and lives on the George Poage property,
west of Hillsboro.
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There was another worthy brother, Peter Clark,
whose wife was Martha Blair. He died several years
since on a farm south of Hillsboro.

The history of Sheldon Clark illustrates the Poca-
hontas possibilities in reach of those who are moral in
habits, diligent in business, honest and strictly upright
in their business relations. The advancement of such
may be slow, but it will be sure and enduring, and the
results bring comfort and influence to those who inherit
them, a rich heritage to childien’s children.

Phebe Ann Lightner was married to John Cleek, on
Knapps Creek, on the place now occupied by the
homes of their sons, Peter L. and the late William H.
('leek, and their daughter, Mrs B. F. Fleshman.

The annals just recorded of these persons may be
brief and simple, but yet how very suggestive as one
reflects upon them. From these biographical notes
material may be gathered illustrating pioneer sufferings

-and privations, thrilling romance, tragic incidents in
peace and war.

JOHN BARLOW,

Among the worthy pioneers of our county, the veu-
erable John Barlow, ancestor of the Barlow conunexion,
is very deserving of remembrance. He was the ouly
son of Alexander Barlow, of Bath County, who was a
French emigrant, and had married an English emi-
grant, whose name was Barbara. He was living in
Bath when the Revolutionary war came on. Entering
the service of the colonies he fell in battle, according



